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CONFIRMED
Jayne Marly Oberdorf

Brenden Michael Wagner
Victoria Jean Watson

RECEIVED
Lori Kay Craig

Marissa Lin Craig
Stephen J. Oshetsky, Jr.

WELCOMED
Lauren K. Bloomberg
Nadine H. Plummer
Robert L. Plummer

Sunday, May 15th 
. . .with the Bishop

BISHOP’S AWARD FOR 
EXEMPLARY SERVICE
Child – Charlie Blenko
Teen – Peter Artuso

Adult – Leslie Simpson

A Publication of Christ’s Church, Greensburg

ARCHBISHOP’S AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE IN SCRIPTURE

Adult – Dale Poole

Kaitlyn Kott
James Watson

Evan Blenko
Lauren Herrington

FIRST COMMUNION

God’s 
Creations 

are 
Awesome!
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The mission of
Christ’s Church

is to worship 
God and to

make known
the love and
salvation of

Christ.

Beloved in Christ,

I am writing to update you on the current state of affairs. There 
are certainly plenty of different stories circulating. When you 
hear “news”, please check it out with a member of the vestry 

or with me before passing it on. I am requesting that you do so, 
because there has apparently been intentional misinformation cir-
culated in order to cause more turmoil and anxiety.
First of all, there is a great deal of concern about the ownership 
of our property and the challenges to it by the Episcopal Diocese. 
Since there has been little or no news, some believe the worst. The 
reality is that we have formed a negotiating team of some of our 
most experienced negotiators. In the next few weeks the team will 
be further trained by diocesan negotiators. We have also consulted 
legal professionals, as well, who have a great deal of expertise in 
this field. In short, we will have a combination of both parish and 
diocesan resources marshaled to defend our assets. We are neither 
sitting back waiting, nor have we surrendered. Part of the delay 
has been due to the Episcopal Diocese unexpectedly finding that 
some congregations were willing to walk away from their build-
ings, rather than pay tribute and acknowledge the Dennis Canon 
as binding, thereby causing them to reevaluate their strategy. As 
developments occur, I will update you.
Secondly, a great controversy and angst has arisen over the Com-
mission on Ministry’s denial of Postulancy for Bill Owens. The 
Ordination Process is, for laypeople, a confusing process. The  
process itself may even seem daunting for those in the process. 
First, seminary and ordination are two very different things. You 
may attend seminary without being ordained and you may be or-
dained without a seminary degree. 
The process works like this: After a minimum of three years in a 
sponsoring parish (and a “careful inquiry” by the rector and parish 
ministry discernment committee), a person may apply for Postu-
lancy for Holy Orders. The process begins with an interview with 
the bishop, or canon, who makes an initial assessment of suitabil-
ity for ordination. From there, the aspirant undergoes physical and 
psychological exams, before interviewing with the Commission on 
Ministry. The COM recommends either for or against continuing 
in the process. Upon approval, the aspirant is made a Postulant for 
Holy Orders. Normally, at this time, the bishop instructs the Postu-
lant concerning choice of a seminary. (Please remember seminary 
and ordination are two separate tracks that often overlap.)

CHRIST’S CHURCH
PARISH OFFICE

122 N. Maple Avenue
Greensburg, Pennsylvania 15601

Phone:  (724) 834-4750 (office)
 (724) 836-7140 (kitchen)
Fax: (724) 83402799
E-mail: info@ccagbg.org
Web: www.ccagbg.org

STAFF & OFFICERS
The Rev. Lawrence Knotts, Rector
The Rev. Karen Woods, Deacon

Sue Akins, Bookkeeper
Julie Greenawalt, Office Assistant

Karen Artuso, Sunday School Coord.
Ken Mock, Sexton

Sara Frye, Organist/Choir Director
Bill Owens, Director of Youth Ministries

Alacyn Pegher, Treasurer

VESTRY
David Leuthold, Senior Warden
Bill Armstrong, Junior Warden

Steve Swencki, Comm./NCD/Health
TBA, Evang./Outreach

David Manson, Worship
Chris Mollica, Fellowship

Derek Peske, Christian Ed/Youth
Gordon Graham, Stewardship/Finance

TBA, Property

NEWSLETTER
Sandy Carlson, Editor (continued on page 7)
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Income
April    $24,115
YTD    $86,919

Disbursements
April    $24,376
YTD    $96,305     

APRIL 14, 2011 MINUTES

Attendees:  
The Reverend Lawrence Knotts, 
Dave Leuthold, Bill Armstrong, 
Tim Moore, David Manson, Chris 
Mollica, Derek Peske, Gordon 
Graham, Steve Swencki
Excused: Charlie Baldwin
Others in Attendance: Sue Akins
Minutes of Previous Meeting:  
Gordon Graham moved to accept 
the minutes of the March 8, 2011 
Vestry meeting.   Derek Peske 
seconded. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report:   
Sue Akins reviewed the March, 
2011, Balance Sheet and Income 
& Expense Statement, noting that 
the expenses for the month ex-
ceeded the income for the month. 
Most program expenses were un-
der budget. Derek Peske moved 
to accept the Treasurer’s Report, 
pending audit. Steve Swencki 
seconded. Motion carried.
Commission Reports:
Christian Education/Youth 
Derek Peske reported that the 

youth have a schedule for the rest 
of the summer. The Bible Study is 
moving ahead, with E-100 partici-
pants enjoying the Bible readings.
Communications  
Steve Swencki participated in an-
other Webinar on Website devel-
opment. A website should commu-
nicate our tie in to the community, 
commitment and culture. A faith 
statement needs to be added. 
Steve “Googled” key words and 
the Christ’s Church site popped up 
high on the list. 
Fellowship   
Chris Mollica distributed sheets 
that will be included in the bulletin. 
She is planning for the Bishop’s 
visit. The Parish Picnic will be held 
on July 17 at Lynch Field. 
Property   
Tim Moore reported on the CE 
Building rewiring project. The pow-
er is switched on the outside of 
the building and the new panel is 
in place. A few rooms need to be 
rewired and new lights on the main 
floor. The Tunnel Street entrance 
doors are being painted and will 
be installed soon. The landscap-
ing and clearing of weeds on the 
property will take place in May. Tim 
is working on costing to bring both 
buildings up to safety code.
Stewardship     
Gordon Graham reported that 
there are 103 pledging units and 
are hopeful for a few more. 
Worship    
David Manson reported on the Fi-
nancial Policy. There are several 
places where information needs 
to be completed. All were encour-
aged to take it with them, review it 
and submit suggestions to David. 
The number of choir members is 
growing. Communication between 

the Director of Music Ministry and 
the Vestry Representative contin-
ues to improve. Chris Mollica re-
ported that the children involved 
with Children’s Choir are enthusi-
astic. 
Services are no longer being re-
corded. David is looking for help/
information on a newer computer 
system.
Junior Warden:    
Bill Armstrong took the minutes at 
the Annual Meeting and submitted 
those to the office. 
Senior Warden:   
David Leuthold proposed several 
objectives/goals for himself for the 
coming year. David reported that 
16 people attended Tuesday’s In-
formational Meeting. The tone was 
theological at that meeting. 
Rector:     
The Reverend Lawrence Knotts 
distributed a paper for a potential 
ministry for Christ’s Church. Dis-
cussion ensued. Steve Swencki 
suggested that Larry poll the con-
gregation to find a leader.
Old Business:
Audit:      
A few loose ends need to be tied 
up, and the 2011 audit will be com-
pleted.
New Business:
Election of Junior Warden  
David Manson nominated Bill Arm-
strong, seconded by Chris Mollica. 
Derek Peske moved to close the 
nominations, seconded by David 
Manson. Motion carried. Bill was 
elected. 
Resolution on Negotiating Team 
The vestry hereby appoints the  
following persons to serve as 

VESTRY

(continued on page 9)
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Nursery

Sunday Schedule

The nursery is open on Sunday 
mornings in the Christian Educa-
tion Building from 10:15 to 11:45 
a.m. for children up to 2 years.

8:00 a.m.
Holy Communion Service 

(without music)

8:45 am.
Nursery Opens

9:00 a.m.
Adult Education

10:15 a.m.
Sunday School

10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion Service

(with music)

11:15 a.m.
Children Join Parents

Worship is also held every 
Wednesday in the Nave, with 

Prayer at 8:15 am, Noon, 
& 5:15 pm

Summer 
Sunday School

Summer Sunday School begins on 
May 29th. 

This year’s theme is Parables and 
Prayers. We will have lessons with 
activities, crafts and games. It’s a 
lot of fun to have the different ages 
together! 

We run a group lesson for the kids 
from Preschool through 5th grade 
during the summer. 

The Nursery is open in the summer 
too. We ask parents to help. 

There will be a schedule in the Un-
dercroft. Please sign up to help! 
Contact Karen Artuso if you have 
any questions, ar2so@zoominter-
net.net or 724-423-6764.

AUGUST 8th - 12th

Kid’s Camp will be from 6 - 8 PM 
in the Diane Robertson Room. The 
theme this year will be Hometown 
Nazareth, where Jesus was a kid.

The kids were able to donate 
another “Bed Bag” to Christian 
Layman’s program Bed for Ev-
ery Child again this month. This 
means we bought a set of twin 
sheets, a blanket, a mattress 
cover, and a pillow. 

This is the 8th “Bed Bag” we 
have donated this year. We will 
continue to collect through the 
summer, so keep those enve-
lopes coming! Please remind 
your kids that the envelopes 
come to their Chapel.

Sunday School 
Stewardship

The next book is “When Crick-
ets Cry” by Charles Martin. We 
will discuss it in early July. The 
book following that will be “Un-
christian” by David Kinnaman & 
Gabe Lyons, which we will dis-
cuss in August. Please join us! 
Contact Karen for more info at 
ar2so@zoominternet .net or 
724-423-6764.
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Dear Jesus,
Hi, how are you? I am doing fine! 
Thank you for dying for our sins 
and for our lives. I am so excited 
for Christmas, thanks to you! 
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year,
  Love, Alyssa

Dear Jesus,
I can’t wait till you come back 
for forty days and forty nights for 
Easter. I’m happy your Birthday 
was on Christmas,
  Love, Alex

Dear Jesus,
I love you. You are the best. Merry 
Christmas. Thank you for my 
school,
  Love, Kaitlyn

More...Christmas 
Letters to Jesus

June 3rd - 5th 
2011 Retreat at LCC
Friday, June 17th   5:30- ? 
Serving Event - Hot Dog Feed during Concert in the Park held 
at St. Clair Park across from CE building. We will serve hot-
dogs and water to patrons attending the concert that evening.
Sunday, June 26th
Outreach Event - Habitat for Humanity at the ReStore located 
in Norwin, PA. We will meet after 10:30 service and help 
clean, organize, and re-arrange store. 
Friday, July 22nd   5:30-? 
Fundraiser - Christ Church Yard Sale!  We will have this event 
during the evening Concert in the Park.  
Saturday, July 30th
Fundraiser - 9am -1pm Youth Car Wash.  Held at Advanced 
Auto located on East Pittsburgh St Gbg. Donations only.
August 8th – 12th 
Kid’s Camp - Hope to see Youth Volunteers to help out during 
this week.
Friday, August 19th 6-8pm 
Inviting Event - Youth Slob Fest - Invite a friend and be ready 
to get messy! Bring towels and extra clothing.

,

Join us this fall! The Women’s Day 
Out will have two great studies 
starting this fall. 
Tuesday’s class will begin with a 
Ray Vander Laan study, With all 
your Heart by Ray Vander Laan 
starting on September 6th. Ray 
takes us on a journey through Si-
nai and Israel, a region that is still 
largely desert but at times filled with 
lush, bountiful places. God led the 

Women’s
Day Out

Israelites through the desert to the 
abundance of the Promised Land, 
and still leads us today through 
desert times and times of plenty. 
Wednesday’s class will begin with 
Defining Moments by Andy Stan-
ley  starting on September 7th. It is 
no secret that what you don’t know 
can hurt you. In spite of that, we 
still go out of our way at times to 
avoid the truth. Men avoid doctors 
and women deny evidence of adul-
tery. While the truth often hurts, 
deceiving ourselves ultimately will 

hurt worse. In Defining Moments, 
we listen in as Jesus introduces 
some rather perplexing truth to 
seven individuals who had grown 
comfortable with their misinformed 
lifestyles and belief systems. For 
those who had the courage to em-
brace the truth, their lives were 
changed forever. They discovered 
first-hand that the truth can set you 
free. 
Contact Karen Artuso if you have 
any questions, ar2so@zoominter-
net.net or 724-423-6764.
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CCW
n e w s 

Mission Statement
“To glorify God in relationships 
and activities and to encourage a 
servant‛s heart toward God, the 
church family, and our community.”

B • A • R  
We served 86 guests at our salad 
bar on May 6, and our profit was 
$707.00.  We had great helpers, 
some first-timers, and we had a 
“father and daughter” team who 
were just awesome!
Our next salad bar is June 3, our 
last for the season.  Our message 
remains the same:  We need your 
food, and we need your help!  Any 
students out of school that day are 
welcome, too.  All helpers get a 
free lunch. . .and all you can eat!

The report is not ready yet, but the 
sale was significantly smaller, as 
usual for the spring.  Thank you  to 
everyone who ordered, especially 
those extra orders.

Frozen

The CCW hosted the luncheon 
when Archbishop Duncan made 
his annual visit on Sunday, May 
15.  It was held in the undercroft so 
church members could attend.  Ev-
eryone enjoyed a delicious lunch 
at the beautifully decorated tables.

This event, scheduled for Saturday, 
June 4, has been cancelled.  The 
person doing the fashion show was 
recently informed of the date of her 
son’s graduation from the Police 
Academy in Maryland, and it was 
June 4!  CCW might reschedule in 
the Fall.  The popcorn shirts / tops 
would make great Christmas gifts!

Girls‛ Day Out

Luncheon with 
Archbishop Duncan
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Following the Postulant’s second (middler) year of seminary, further interviews are 
conducted for Candidacy for Holy Orders. Once a Candidate, one is able to take or-
dination exams – both written and oral. After passing these examinations, with the 
approval of both The Standing Committee and Bishop (provided there is suitable 
placement available) the Candidate is ordained either to the vocational deaconate 
or the transitional deaconate. Transitional deacons spend 6 to 12 months serving as 
a deacon before being ordained priest. It is very important to note that an individ-
ual’s process toward ordination may be terminated at any time by the diocese or 
by the person pursuing ordination. Please see me personally should you have more 
detailed questions concerning the process.
Of particular concern in Bill’s case were previous marriages. This is something 
of which Bill and I were clearly aware when he joined our parish family. Unfor-
tunately, the Bishop’s reception was not the appropriate forum for a discussion of 
this nature. His Grace has met with Bill, Amy and their children and apologized 
for the way in which the discussion was handled. He has also affirmed Bill’s call to 
ordained ministry, but “not at this time”.  I have no insight into what that means for 
the Owens family or for our parish. The immediate answer is that Bill needs to find 
FULL TIME employment with benefits immediately. As much as we would love to 
add him to our staff, there simply are not sufficient funds at this time. Once again, 
we are encountering a shortfall in contributions. 
So what do we do with all this? Both issues cause a huge amount of stress for us 
all. I have gotten fairly good at not showing that I’m stressed, but I see it in myself 
and a majority of our parish family. There really is only one answer for right now 
– we must be about our mission!  Jesus’ last words to His disciples in Matthew 28: 
18-20 were: “Go therefore and MAKE DISCIPLES of all nations…teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you…” 
Jesus NEVER says that it will be easy to follow Him! In fact, He says just the op-
posite (Luke 9: 23 – 26). Following Him is usually difficult and often painful, BUT 
Jesus makes it clear that all our difficulty here pales in comparison with the joy and 
beauty that lies ahead for those who love and obey Him. You and I have the great 
honor of being called to serve the Lord Jesus in very difficult times. We also have 
the assurance that we need not do it in only our human strength, but have the prom-
ise of fruitful ministry if we will “abide in Him” (John15). 
In all of this turmoil, rest assured that God has a plan for Bill, Amy and their fam-
ily, a plan for our parish, and a plan for each of us (Ephesians Chapter 1). While we 
may not recognize His hand in our lives at the time, we will look back on this time 
and say, “Look at how the Lord Jesus used us in His service!” 
May each one of our lives and the very life of our parish give honor and glory to 
our Lord and our God!
In Christ’s Love, 

Larry
The Reverend Lawrence Knotts+

(From the Rector, continued from page 2)
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June 5:  69) The Linchpin – John 20 – 21
  70) So Long… for Now – Acts 1:1-11

June 12: The Church Is Born 
  71) A Surprise Gift – Acts 2
  72) A Completely Different Team – Acts 3 – 4

June 19: 73) Seeds in the Wind – Acts 6:8 – 8:8
  74) Unsung Hero – Acts 8:26 – 40

June 26: 75) The Rainbow Coalition – Acts 10:1 – 11:18 
  The Travels of Paul
  76) The Only Question That Matters – Acts 9:1 – 31

July 3:  77) The “P” Word – Acts 13 – 14
  78) Who Is the Church For? – Acts 15
 
July 10: 79) Knowing God’s Will – Acts 16 – 20
  80) Ahoy Mates! – Acts 25 – 28

July 17: Paul to the Churches
  81) Amen Brother! – Romans 8
  82) Two Lists – Galatians 5:16 – 6:10

July 24: 83) The Fight of Your Life – Ephesians 6:10 – 20 
  84) Give Peace a Chance – Philippians 4:2 – 9

July 31: 85) Drifting Away – Colossians 1:1 – 23
  Paul to the Leaders
  86) The Habits of Highly Effective Leaders – 1 Timothy 3

August 7: 87) Show Me the Money – 1 Timothy 6:3 – 21
  88) You’ve Got a Friend – 2 Timothy 2

August 14: 89) Finishing Well – 2 Timothy 3:10 – 4:8
  90) I Want to Be Ready – 1 Thessalonians 4;13 – 5:11

August 21: The Apostles Teaching
  91) The Active Ingredient - 1 Corinthians 13
  92) Supernatural Hero – 2 Corinthians 4:1 – 6:2

August 28: 93) Sure, I’m Sure – 1 Peter 1:1 – 2:12
  94) Just Do it! James 1 -2 

The E100 Challenge

There are two classes that meet to 
discuss the E100 readings. One class 
meets on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in 
the Diane Robertson Room and a sec-
ond on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 in 
the Undercroft. Please join us and bring 
a friend!

When we meet on these days we 
will be discussing these readings. 
Please have them read before 
class.

FREE INK CARTRIDGES

Two Dell “Series 1” Ink Cartridges #T0529 (Black)

If you can use ‘em, you can have ‘em!

Call Sandy at 724-863-9509
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Karen Altman
Marcia Boyle
Pattie Smith

Beverly Shaffer
Tim Smith
Jay Humm

Dolores Sullivan
R.R.

Mary Colosimo
Holly Mansfield

Alecia
Janet Fulmer
Bob Plummer
Kaitlyn Silinski

Anthony Helman
Mary Holbrook

Genevive Zema
Zasha Hough

Al Fulleum
Cindy Miller

Becky Ament
John Prizzi

Susie & Dan
Jamie Forest

Patty Gow
Barb Johnson
Sam Colosimo

Elizabeth & Matt
Dolores

Romayne
Peggy

Marsha Tallant
Janet

Christopher Fosbrink
Bobbie

Bob Manson
John Suprock

Donald Smouse
Alec Hawkins

The Rev. Billy Graham
Amy Wade
Gail Bupp

Tina Campomizzi
Jane Johnson

Bill & Amy
Bryan
John

Libbet Weidlein
Kevin
Susan
Ray

    Sunday, July 17th 
    following the 10:30 Service

PLACE:  Lynch Field--Kaufman Pavilion

WATCH: for sign up sheets and more details to follow in 
the Sunday Bulletins

WE NEED:  Folks to help with set-up, clean-up, beverages, 
and ACTIVITIES!

Negotiating Team for Christ’s Church, Greensburg, Pennsylvania: 
Howard Finney, lead negotiator, The Reverend Lawrence Knotts, 
Gordon Graham, Robert Wicker, Ralph Artuso, and James Smith as 
alternate. This team is appointed for the purposes of entering into 
good faith, without prejudice, negotiations concerning any claims 
that The Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh of The Episcopal Church 
or the Episcopal Church (TEC) may assert over Christ’s Church, 
Greensburg, PA, property. The negotiating team has the authority 
to represent the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of Christ’s Church, 
Greensburg, PA, in such negotiations, but must obtain specific ves-
try authorization, by written resolution, before entering into any final 
agreement. Derek Peske moved, Tim Moore seconded the motion. 
Motion carried.
Appraisal of the church, CE Building and Playground: Gordon Gra-
ham will contact an appraiser to put a value on the 3 properties for 
use as is and for general use. 
PEACE Program  
David Manson made a motion to permit the PEACE program to use 
the Diane Robertson Room during the month of July, seconded by 
David Leuthold. Motion carried. 
The Reverend Knotts called everyone’s attention to the upcoming 
dates. Derek Peske reminded all of the Maundy Thursday/Good Fri-
day Prayer Vigil and told all about Morning Prayer being led during 
Holy Week. 
At 10:00 p.m., Gordon Graham moved to adjourn, seconded by Da-
vid Leuthold. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Akins

(Vestry Notes continued from page 3)
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Christ’s Church
PARISH OFFICE
122 N. Maple Avenue
Greensburg, PA 15601

Hours: M,T,Th,F 9-12:00, 1-5:00
 Wednesday 10-3:00
Phone: (724) 834-4750
Fax: (724) 834-2799
E-mail: info@ccagbg.org
Website:  www.ccagbg.org

Please get your articles 
in by August 20th

for the September Word.

God’s 
Creations 

are 
Awesome!

Let us suggest a vacation planning idea:  First, determine your des-
tination. Second, decide where you are going to stay, favorite eat-
ing places. Third, visit the Scrips web site www.glscrips.com and 
see if Scrips cards are available for these places. Fourth, order 
cards at the Scrips Store for these places, two weeks before needed.  
WHAT’S THE ADVANTAGE?

Some of your vacation has been paid for before you go. Opposite of go 
now pay later (Shock)

Makes it easier to overspend at your destination. (Ha Ha)

Greatly helps to fund our youth programs and ministries as our profit from 
these types of stores is greater (Big Bucks).

Also don’t forget to shop at the Store for Father’s Day gifts, Fourth of July 
and Labor Day picnic supplies, and all summer needs.

Remember shopping at the Scrips Store for your FUN items FUNDS our 
youth programs.

THE SCRIPS COMMITTEE WISHES YOU A FUN SUMMER AND ASK-
ES THAT YOU KEEP OUR YOUTH AND THEIR LEADERS IN YOUR 
PRAYERS.

Your Scrips Committee

Scrips

SUMMER IS HERE!

The Scrips Store does not take a 
vacation and will be open to help 
you with your SUMMER purchas-
es. Store Schedule:

 JUNE 5TH & 19TH 

 JULY 3RD & 17TH

 AUGUST 7TH & 21ST

 SEPTEMBER 4TH
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